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XU names Al-Nsair nursing dean
New dean to focus on cura personalis, grad programs and faculty well-being
B Y M ARTY D UBECKY
Digital Communications
Manager
Dr. Nezan Al-Nsair will be
appointed dean of the College of Nursing after an almost three-year period during
which the position has been
held by Interim Dean Dr. Judith H. Lewis.
Al-Nsair, who will be newly joining the Xavier faculty,
expressed his appreciation for
the appointment, adding that
he has always admired the
Xavier nursing department’s
high achievement.
“I wanted to associate myself with such an institution
that is highly regarded and
ranked in the region,” he said
of the Xavier community.
Al-Nsair began his education at Jordan University of
Science and Technology in
Irbid, Jordan, receiving his
B.S.N. in 1993. He then continued his education in the
U.S. in 1995, obtaining an
M.S.N. from Villanova University and later his Ph.D.
from the University of Cincinnati.
Al-Nsair currently works
as the dean of nursing at the
York College of Pennsylvania, where he has striven to
make the student experience
“a pleasant and impactful
one.” He added that he hoped
to create a welcoming classroom environment where students are excited to engage
with their community.
At Xavier, Al-Nsair said
that his first goals are going
to be faculty-focused and expansion-driven. He added that
growing the nursing college’s
graduate programs is at the
forefront of his mind as he
starts his new role.
Xavier nursing faculty
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Dr. Nezan Al-Nasir, new dean of the College of Nursing, strives to aid faculty and grow graduate programs within the college.

Drs. Debra VanKuiken and
Pat McMahon and Williams
College of Business Dean Dr.
Tom Hayes headed the selection committee.
Three potential candidates
for the role were invited to
campus after Zoom interviews, and the selection committee asked candidates to
share their perspectives on
the role of Jesuit values in education and the future of the
nursing program.
The selection committee
sought to ensure the new
dean was the best candidate to
head the College of Nursing,
but also that they aligned well
with campus culture, values
and Jesuit identity. VanKuiken stressed the importance of
“how they felt the Jesuit values would fit.”
For Al-Nsair, these values
mean a lot. Since his introduction to Jesuit education at
Villanova, he has incorporated
these values into his work as

a nursing education administrator.
“Cura personalis in particular is the one that I think
aligns very well with my values and beliefs and the profession of nursing,” Al-Nasir
said.
His goals and ambitions for
the College of Nursing are
heavily influenced by Jesuit
values as well.
“(We must) make sure that
we are serving our students to
become competent and professional graduates… that would
reflect the values of the Jesuits’ education,” Al-Nsair said.
Al-Nsair reiterated his
goals to establish a “strategic
plan” for nursing that aims to
make the program a distinct
regional leader.
“This is an opportunity for
me to work with the faculty
in the college and across the
institution to… make the college more prominent within
the college, within the uni-

versity and within the city of
Cincinnati and surroundings,
to build partnerships and
grow the college,” he said.
Xavier nursing students
expressed some trepidation
at the arrival of a new dean,
with sophomore nursing major Mackenzie Pierce adding
that she’s unsure about a faculty-focused approach for the
college.
“It was really disheartening
to hear that he didn’t have any
kind of plan in place on how
to support students,” she said.
“It seemed like he was more
focused on how to help staff.”
“The amount of students
experiencing mental anguish
that so many of the nursing
students suffer from because
of strict policies and an attempt to weed kids out is unacceptable,” sophomore nursing major Liddy Monoghan
added.
Other students wondered
about the choice to hire a male

dean for the nursing college,
which represents a field often
dominated by women. This
gender gap represents a controversial topic in nursing,
with a 2019 study from the
U.S. Bureau of Labor and Statistics showing that approximately 12% of nurses are
men.
“In almost every field, leadership positions are dominated by men,” Monoghan
said. “With a female-dominated profession like nursing,
it would’ve been nice to see
a qualified woman earn the
spot.”
“Male nurses are making more than female nurses
when they are in the minority… Even when females are
the majority of the nursing
field and Xavier nursing program, Xavier chose a man to
be the new dean,” she noted.
Al-Nsair will officially take
on the role on June 1, after the
summer semester begins.
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World News Editor
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Dr. Almanzo bids Newswire farewell in his
ODVWHYHUVDWLUHDGYLFH
session.
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James, the alleged Brooklyn subway shooter has been detained and charged
B Y J ACKSON H ARE
6WDৼ:ULWHU
2Q $SULO  \HDUROG
)UDQN5-DPHVGHWRQDWHGWZR
VPRNH JUHQDGHV DQG ILUHG 
EXOOHWV LQ D %URRNO\Q VXEZD\
WUDLQ IXOO RI  PRUQLQJ FRPPXWHUV
3ROLFH UHSRUWHG D WRWDO RI 
 SHRSOH LQMXUHG GXULQJ WKH
DWWDFN  RI  ZKRP VXIIHUHG
LQMXULHV UHODWHG WR WKH VPRNH
RU SDQLF ,Q ZKDW 1HZ <RUN
SROLFH RIILFHUV KDYH FDOOHG ´D
PLUDFOHµ QRQH RI  WKH  YLFWLPVZKRZHUHVKRWKDYHGLHG
RU DUH H[SHFWHG WR GLH IURP
WKHLULQMXULHV
$IWHU  VKRWV ZHUH ILUHG
WKH JXQPDQ·V PLOOLPHWHU
KDQGJXQ MDPPHG DQG SUHYHQWHGIXUWKHUDFWLRQ
´,I WKDWJXQGLGQ·WMDPWKH
SUREDELOLW\ RI  VRPHERG\ G\LQJ LV YHU\ KLJKµ 'HWHFWLYH
3DXO'L*LDFRPRSUHVLGHQWRI 
WKH 'HWHFWLYHV· (QGRZPHQW
$VVRFLDWLRQVDLG
:KLOH VRPH DWWULEXWH WKH
SKHQRPHQRQ WR OXFN VRPH
ZLWQHVVHV KDYH VXJJHVWHG
-DPHV ZDV DLPLQJ IRU ORZHU
OLPEV +RXUDUL %HQNDGD ZKR
VDWULJKWQH[WWRWKHDVVDLODQW
DW WKH WLPH RI  WKH DWWDFN DQG
ZDVVKRWWKURXJKWKHNQHHDWWHVWHGWRWKLV
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James, the alleged Brooklyn subway shooting suspect whose attacks left 29 injured, was arrested in New
York’s East Village neighborhood. None of the victims of his attacks are expected to die from their injuries.

7KH PRWLYH IRU WKLV DWWDFN
LV VWLOO XQNQRZQ +RZHYHU
VRPH LQYHVWLJDWRUV KDYH WKHRUL]HG LW ZDV UHODWHG WR <RX7XEH YLGHRV -DPHV SRVWHG RI 
KLPVHOI  GLVFXVVLQJ YLROHQFH
PHQWDOKHDOWKDQGPDVVVKRRWLQJV 'XULQJ RQH RI  WKHVH
YLGHRV KH VXJJHVWHG WKDW KH
EDWWOHV SRVWWUDXPDWLF VWUHVV
GLVRUGHU 2QH YLGHR VSHFLILFDOO\ VKRZHG -DPHV LQ D 1HZ
<RUN&LW\VXEZD\FDUVLOHQWO\
SRLQWLQJWRRWKHUSDVVHQJHUV
0HPEHUVRI WKH1HZ<RUN

&LW\ JRYHUQPHQW KDYH SHUFHLYHG WKH VKRRWLQJ DV DQ LQGLFDWRUIRUWKHQHHGIRUVLJQLILFDQW LPSURYHPHQW WR PHQWDO
KHDOWKSURJUDPV
´:H·UH ORRNLQJ DW SHRSOH
ZKR DUH VWDWLQJ WKDW WKH\·UH
GHDOLQJZLWKPHQWDOKHDOWKLVVXHVULJKWQRZDQGVRZHKDYH
WR JHW LW ULJKWµ 1<& 0D\RU
(ULF$GDPVVDLG´7KLVLVJHQHUDWLRQDOLQWKHPDNLQJDEURNHQV\VWHPEXWZHQHHGKHOS
DOVRRQDVWDWHOHYHODQGRQD
IHGHUDOOHYHOµ

&LW\ RIILFLDOV KDYH H[SUHVVHG KRSHV WR LPSURYH VHFXULW\LQWKHVXEZD\V\VWHPV
VHHNLQJ WR DGG WHFKQRORJ\ WR
GHWHFW ILUHDUPV +RZHYHU WKH
VFDOH RI  WKH VXEZD\ V\VWHP
³ DQ DYHUDJH RI   PLOOLRQ
SHRSOHSHUGD\³SRVHVDVLJQLILFDQWFKDOOHQJH
´,W LV H[WUHPHO\ FKDOOHQJLQJ WR LGHQWLI\ HYHU\ SHUVRQ
WKDWHQWHUVWKHVXEZD\V\VWHP
EHFDXVHRI WKHYDVWQHVVRI RXU
V\VWHPµ$GDPVVDLG
3ROLFH DQQRXQFHG -DPHV·

Finland moves toward NATO
B Y I VY L EWIS
6WDৼ:ULWHU
5XVVLD·V LQYDVLRQ RI 
8NUDLQH KDV SURPSWHG )LQODQG WR FRQVLGHU MRLQLQJ WKH
1RUWK$WODQWLF7UHDW\2UJDQL]DWLRQ 1$72  D VHFXULW\
DOOLDQFH ZLWK  PHPEHU QDWLRQV 7KLV JRHV DJDLQVW WKH
QDWLRQ·V ORQJKLVWRU\RI PLOLWDU\QRQDOLJQPHQW
3ULPH 0LQLVWHU 6DQQD
0DULQ DQQRXQFHG WKDW )LQODQGZRXOGOLNHO\PDNHDGHFLVLRQ RQ ZKHWKHU RU QRW WR
EHFRPH D PHPEHU RI  1$72
ZLWKLQZHHNV
)LQQLVK SROLWLFLDQV DUH
VFKHGXOHG WR KDYH LQWHUQDO
WDONV DQG PHHW LQ SDUOLDPHQW
WR UHDFK FRQVHQVXV RQ WKH
PDWWHU
´7KH GLIIHUHQFH EHWZHHQ
EHLQJ D SDUWQHU DQG EHLQJ D
PHPEHULVYHU\FOHDUDQGZLOO
UHPDLQ VR 7KHUH LV QR RWKHU
ZD\WRKDYHVHFXULW\JXDUDQWHHV WKDQ XQGHU 1$72·V GHWHUUHQFHDQGFRPPRQGHIHQVH
DV JXDUDQWHHG E\ 1$72·V
$UWLFOH )LYHµ 0DULQ VDLG LQ
DQLQWHUYLHZ
)LQODQG VKDUHV DQ 
PLOHERUGHUZLWK5XVVLD7KH
FRXQWU\ LV VWURQJO\ FRQVLGHULQJ MRLQLQJ 1$72 GHVSLWH
5XVVLD·VWKUHDWVWKDWLWZRXOG
GHSOR\ QXFOHDU ZHDSRQU\
DJDLQVW LW DQG RWKHU %DOWLF
FRXQWULHVVKRXOGWKH\MRLQ
´7KHUHFDQEHQRPRUHWDON
RI DQ\QXFOHDUIUHHVWDWXVIRU

WKH%DOWLF²²WKHEDODQFHPXVW
EHUHVWRUHGµ'PLWU\0HGYHGHYGHSXW\FKDLUPDQRI 5XVVLD·V6HFXULW\&RXQFLODQGIRUPHU5XVVLDQSUHVLGHQWVDLG
5XVVLDKDVWKHODUJHVWFROOHFWLRQ RI  QXFOHDU PLVVLOHV
DQG ZDUKHDGV LQ WKH ZRUOG
DQG LV D JOREDO OHDGHU LQ K\SHUVRQLFPLVVLOHWHFKQRORJ\
0HGYHGHY DOVR VXJJHVWHG
WKDW 0RVFRZ ZRXOG QHHG WR
IRFXVHIIRUWVRQLQFUHDVLQJDLU
IRUFHV ODQG DUP\ DQG QDYDO
SUHVHQFH DV ZHOO DV LQYHVW LQ
LWV PLOLWDU\ VKRXOG )LQODQG
RIILFLDOO\EHFRPHDPHPEHU
7KH ZDU LQ 8NUDLQH KDV
GUDPDWLFDOO\ FKDQJHG SXEOLF
RSLQLRQRQ1$72ZLWKDUHFHQWSROOVXJJHVWLQJWKDW
RI  )LQQLVK FLWL]HQV DUH QRZ
LQ IDYRU RI  MRLQLQJ 6KRXOG
)LQODQGDFFHSWWKHLQYLWDWLRQ
HDFKRI WKHPHPEHUVWDWHV
ZRXOG KDYH WR DJUHH WR WKHLU
PHPEHUVKLS
1$72ZDVIRUPHGLQ
IROORZLQJ :RUOG :DU ,, LQ
UHVSRQVHWRWKH6RYLHW8QLRQ
DQGVHUYHVDVDQLQWHUQDWLRQDO
VHFXULW\FRXQFLO
7KH EORF RIIHUV FROOHFWLYH
VHFXULW\ DQG PHPEHU VWDWHV
DJUHHWRPXWXDOO\GHIHQGRQH
DQRWKHU IURP DJJUHVVLRQ $Q
DWWDFN DJDLQVW RQH RI  WKH 
PHPEHUVWDWHVLVWUHDWHGDVDQ
DWWDFNRQDOODQGPLOLWDU\DQG
GLSORPDWLF DVVLVWDQFH LV RIIHUHGWR1$72FRXQWULHVWKDW
DUHEHLQJWKUHDWHQHG
7KH )LQQLVK JRYHUQPHQW

KDV PDGH PRQHWDU\ FRQWULEXWLRQV SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ H[FKDQJHV RI  LQIRUPDWLRQ ZLWK
PHPEHUV DQG EHHQ JHQHUDOO\
YLHZHG DV D VWURQJ DOO\ ZLWK
1$72 RYHU WKH SDVW VHYHUDO
GHFDGHV
,Q)LQODQGMRLQHGWKH
3DUWQHUVKLS IRU 3HDFH LQLWLDWLYH ZKLFK VRXJKW WR LPSURYH
UHODWLRQV EHWZHHQ QRQPHPEHU VWDWHV DQG 1$72 &RQVHTXHQWO\ VKRXOG )LQODQG·V SROLWLFDOSDUWLHVUHDFKFRQVHQVXV
RQ ZKHWKHU RU QRW WKH\ ZDQW
WRMRLQWKH\PD\DFFHSW
´)LQODQG LQ SDUWLFXODU EXW
DOVR6ZHGHQDUHYHU\VWRLFRQ
WKHVH PDWWHUV DQG VHH 5XVVLD
ZLWKFOHDUH\HV$QGWKDW·VZK\
, WKLQN XOWLPDWHO\ WKH\ ZLOO
MRLQ1$72µ6HDQ0RQDJKDQ
DYLVLWLQJIHOORZZLWKWKH&HQWHU IRU 6WUDWHJLF DQG ,QWHUQDWLRQDO6WXGLHVVXJJHVWHG
)LQODQG ZLOO EH LQWHUQDOO\
GHEDWLQJWKHPDWWHURYHUFRPLQJ ZHHNV DPRQJ SDUOLDPHQW
7KH )LQQLVK 3DUOLDPHQW D
XQLFDPHUDO OHJLVODWXUH FRQVLVWVRI PHPEHUV
3ULPH0LQLVWHU0DULQQRWHG WKDW )LQODQG ZLOO SUREDEO\
PDNHDFKRLFHYHU\TXLFNO\DV
WHQVLRQV FRQWLQXH WR ULVH EHWZHHQ 5XVVLD DQG WKH UHVW RI 
WKHLQWHUQDWLRQDOFRPPXQLW\
´, ZRQ·W JLYH DQ\ NLQG RI 
WLPHWDEOH ZKHQ ZH ZLOO PDNH
RXU GHFLVLRQV EXW , WKLQN LW
ZLOOKDSSHQTXLWHIDVW²²ZLWKLQZHHNVQRWZLWKLQPRQWKVµ
0DULQVDLG

DUUHVWRQ$SULOH[WHQGLQJ
WKHLU WKDQNV WR WKH SXEOLF·V
WLSV HVSHFLDOO\ WR WKH ILYH LQGLYLGXDOV ZKR SURYLGHG LQIRUPDWLRQ WKDW OHG WR KLV DUUHVW 7KHVH WLSVWHUV VKDUHG D
UHZDUGIRUWKHLQIRUPDWLRQ
´7KH SXEOLF LV ZKR ZH
VHUYH EXW WKH\ DUH DOVR RIWHQ RXU EHVW SDUWQHUµ 1<3'
&RPPLVVLRQHU
.HHFKDQW
6HZHOO ´:H DSSUHFLDWH DOO RI 
WKRVH ZKR UHVSRQGHG WR RXU
FDOO IRU LQIRUPDWLRQ WR ORFDWH
WKLVVXVSHFWµ
$GGLWLRQDOO\ WKH FLW\ FRPPHPRUDWHG ILYH 0HWURSROLWDQ
7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ
$XWKRULW\
ZRUNHUV ZKR KHOSHG SHRSOH
HYDFXDWHDIWHUWKHWUDLQILQDOO\
FDPHWRDVWRS7KLVLQFOXGHG
RSHUDWRUV'DYLG$UWLVDQG-RVHSK)UDQFKLFRQGXFWRUV5DYHQ+D\QHVDQG'D\URQ:LOOLDPV DQG EXV RSHUDWRU 3DUOD
0HMLD
´<RX VWD\HG FDOP VWD\HG
IRFXVHG DQG \RX VDYHG OLYHVµ
$GDPV VDLG KRQRULQJ WKHLU
DFWLRQV DIWHU WKH VKRRWLQJ
´7KDQNVWR\RXQRSDVVHQJHU
ZDVOHIWEHKLQGµ
-DPHV ZDV DUUHVWHG ODVW
:HGQHVGD\ DIWHU KH FDOOHG WR
LQIRUPWKHSROLFHRI KLVORFDWLRQ +H ZDV FKDUJHG ZLWK D
IHGHUDOWHUURULVPRIIHQVH

The Lighter Side
Swifty millipedes, Israeli nuclear facilities




7H[DVVWDWHWURRSHUVKDYH
EHHQ LQVWUXFWHG WR ´VOLP
GRZQµRUIDFHFRQVHTXHQF- 
HV 7KH UHSRUW VWDWHV WKDW
WURRSHUV ZLWK ZDLVW VL]HV
RYHU  LQFKHV ZLOO QHHG
WRWUDFNDQGUHSRUWZHLJKW
ORVVHIIRUWV $SULO 
,VUDHO·V WRSVHFUHW VWDWH
RIWKHDUW QXFOHDU IDFLOLW\
LVXQGHUDVVDXOWIURPSRU- 
FXSLQHV 7KH VPDOO FUHDWXUHVVHWXSQHDUWKHIDFLOLW\DQGKDYHEHHQGLJJLQJ
XQGHU WKH EXLOGLQJ FDXV-

LQJFRQFHUQV $SULO 
$ QHZ VSHFLHV RI  PLOOLSHGHV KDV EHHQ QDPHG
DIWHU 7D\ORU 6ZLIW 7KH
VSHFLHVKDVEHHQGXEEHG
1DQQDULD VZLIWDH RU
LQ FRPPRQ YHUQDFXODU 6ZLIW 7ZLVWHG&ODZ
0LOOLSHGH $SULO 
$ 0DU\ODQG PDQ KDV
EHHQ IRXQG GHDG IURP
´VQDNH HQYHQRPDWLRQµ
3ROLFH IRXQG  VQDNHV
LQKLVKRPH $SULO 

Photo courtesy of wikimedia.org

Israeli nuclear scientists were terrorized by aggressive porcupines.
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I’m obsessed with being real

“You know,” I said earnestly to a close friend. “I’ve been
on an authenticity kick lately.
I’ve been obsessed with being
real.”
He laughed and indulged
me, saying, “Don’t I know it.”
But after I talked to him about
my “authenticity kick,” I realized the idea’s absurdity. Isn’t
the idea of an “authenticity
kick” completely antithetical
to the idea of authenticity?
Isn’t the very drive I’ve
had toward being real and
honest, inherently dishonest?
In other words, authenticity is supposed to be natural,
not something pursued off
a whim. Having to chase authenticity, to make an effort to
be my real, non-contrived self
— isn’t that as far from natural and as far from honest as
you can get?
I thought about this a little
more and still couldn’t really
make sense of my identity.
Was my real self just that —
real — or just another thing
created by a convergence of
societal forces and interpersonal interactions? Strip away
the things that society wants
me to be, and what remains?
After four years at Xavier, I
still don’t think that I can externally express my authentic
self.
I remember my first year

being cripplingly insecure in
just about everything. From
my intelligence to my femininity to my future, it was as
if everything was in flux.
Nothing was constant, except for my drive, curiosity
and self-loathing. My femininity always seemed to return with vengeance, too; it
was a constant in my life, but
I couldn’t discern its meaning.
There is a sort of ambiguity to femininity. Was my
girliness anything more than
an outwardly expressed social
construction, or did it have a
deeper significance?
The summer prior, I had
been rejected from all of my
top schools while suffering
a debilitating mental health
crisis. That summer sapped
me of steadiness, exchanging
it for doubt. I entered Xavier with these forces whirling
within me, with academic success my only recourse and escape.
I was my achievements (or
lack of them); I was my appearance (and insecurity); I
was my outwardly expressed
self. This didn’t feel like
enough, and I felt arrogant for
demanding more.
Over these four years, not
enough has changed. Too often, my self-worth is still easily broken by these shallow

external forces, like flowers age of airbrushed influencers
scattered across the floor in a selling us a manufactured, reshattered glass vase.
vised image of reality, truth
It hurt to know that peo- has never been more importple saw me as those external ant.
things. They’d assume I was a
The only way to fight the
dumb blonde or someone ob- falsely-created images marsessed with grades and image, keted towards my peers and
and in some ways I became all me was to create things myof those things and none of self and to create myself
them. I was never dumb but through writing. To pursue
always retained a certain na- truth even if it’s unclear what
ivete; my grades and image truth is in our cynical age.
never took me over, but they
I wrote Newswire piecwere a seductive distraction es crying out for something
from my mental health.
deeper, feeling dissatisfied by
Eventually, I found News- our current cultural moment.
wire and realized that writ- In these pages I advocated for
ing was the escape, the way a civic, inclusive nationalism
to turn the stereotypes and that would infuse democracies
assumptions into something around the world with somecreative and meaningful. To thing deeper, more imaginalet mytive
self be
Maybe, through Newswire and in- a n d
led by
WURVSHFWLRQ ,·YH ÀQDOO\ IRXQG WKH p e r naivete
answer to the absurd, yearning h a p s
and
a
IHHOLQJ HQFDSVXODWHG LQ P\ ´DX- more
certain
a u thenticity kick.”
s imp le,
thens i l l y
tic.
faith in the power of knowlI moved the U.S. and World
edge and truth.
News section in a more interI became immersed in a national direction, believing
group of turbulent, fasci- that reporting on the wider
nating and emotional people world could help expand the
that I met via Newswire, peo- perspectives of our campus
ple who led me to writing as community while also leading
a means of not only self-ex- us to be the best Americans
pression, but of pursuing the we could be — to be true and
truth. In our frenzied Internet authentic to the spirit of our

country’s founding.
My work with Newswire
has led me to conclude that
there’s nothing more authentic than writing. Writing requires delicateness and weakness: vulnerability through
inspiration and creation. With
an unabashedly feminine
voice, embodying every word
I choose — writing emancipates me, lets me touch something tantalizing, something
typically just out of reach.
Maybe that “something”
that my external self can’t
touch, that writing easily
touches, is my authentic self.
Maybe, through Newswire
and introspection, I’ve finally
found the answer to the absurd, yearning feeling encapsulated in my “authenticity
kick.”

Xavier’s Strategic Plan
is our seven-year road map
that is lacking comprehensive student input.
Many of you have heard
the phrase “strategic plan”
thrown around the last few
months since the arrival of
several new university administrators. But what exactly is a strategic plan, and
how does it fit into your role
as a student?
The plan highlights Xavier’s pillars of strength. It
will eventually include several initiatives, or goals, that
the university will strive to
achieve during the course
of the plan. This document
will be referenced in Xavier’s

work across the board, so it
is crucial that it is comprehensive and true to our accomplishments and struggles.
The Student Government
Association (SGA) has had
two opportunities to offer
input on the strategic plan.
Our feedback has focused
primarily on diversity, equity, inclusion and belonging,
so we are pushing for more
anti-racist language to be
included in the themes of
the plan. The pillars of the
university that stand out in
the recent draft of the plan
include data collection, community engagement, health
programs, basketball and

our Jesuit values. These are
strengths of Xavier, but it is
important to establish where
we have room to grow. As
students and future graduates, we want to come from
a university that is willing
to work for change, welcome
diverse people and perspectives and advocate for those
on the margins.
At the recent Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion Town
Hall hosted by SGA, the Office of Institutional Diversity and Inclusion and the
Office of the President, students voiced these concerns
for Xavier loud and clear.
Students of color voiced that
they do not feel included in

the Xavier community in
the same way as their White
counterparts, and that is not
something that SGA takes
lightly as a group representing all students on campus.
The strategic plan has the
opportunity to be a “living, breathing document,”
as members of the steering
committee have called it.
However, to be that, it must
be something that students,
especially our underrepresented students, are excited
to read. The only way we
will get there is by working
together.
Currently, there isn’t a
clear avenue for widespread
student input outside of

SGA. However, if you feel
strongly about what the plan
should include, speak up. To
find out how you can share
your vision for Xavier, please
reach out to SGA President
Annalese Cahill at cahilla1@
xavier.edu.
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Boston Marathon makes yearly return

Kenyan runner Evans Chebet takes home first Boston Marathon win since 2019
B Y J OE C LARK
Sports Editor
The 126th Boston Marathon took place last Monday,
returning to its usual April
date for the first time since
2019.
Kenyan runner Evans
Chebet won the men’s elite
race with a time of 2:06:51,
while fellow Kenyan Peres
Jepchirchir finished with a
time of 02:21:01 to narrowly edge out Ababel Yeshaneh.
The
Ethiopian
finished
just four seconds behind at
02:21:05.
Outside of the winners,
one of this year’s most touching moments of the Boston
Marathon was Henry finishing with a time of 04:02:20.
Henry Richard was the older
brother of Martin Richard,
who was killed during the
Boston Marathon bombings
in 2013.
Martin, at eight years old,
was the youngest of the three
people killed in the attack.
Henry was met at the finish
line by his parents and sister,
along with 2014 Boston Marathon winner Meb Keflezighi.
“It’s great to get here finally. It’s been years in the
making for me, so I’m just so
happy I could finally be here,”
Henry said. “I know Martin would have been doing it
with me — so happy to finish
it, that’s all I can think about.”
Adrianne Haslet, who lost

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIÁLFNURUJ

+HQU\5LFKDUGEURWKHURI%RVWRQ0DUDWKRQERPELQJYLFWLP0DUWLQ5LFKDUGÀQLVKHGZLWKDWLPHRILQKLVÀUVWUDFHEDFNLQ%RVWRQ

her leg in the 2013 bombings, also finished the marathon, running it in 05:18:41.
Shalene Flanagan, a former
Olympian runner from Marblehead, Mass. accompanied
Haslet as her support trainer.
The 126th Marathon
marked the 50th anniversa-

ry of the first time women
were allowed in the field. An
eight-person women’s team
ran in honor of the eight
women who made the first
women’s field in 1972. Former U.S. women’s soccer
team members Kristine Lilly
and Sarah Fuller, who became

the first women to take part
in a Power 5 college football
game, were also members of
the team.
Other notable participants
in the marathon included former Bachelor Matt James and
former Bachelorette winner
Zac Clark.

James ran to raise money
and awareness for the United Service Organizations.
James finished with a time of
03:49:38. Clark, who began
running as part of his recovery from addiction, finished
with an impressive time of
03:43:46.

Musketeer Baseball goes 2-1 against Villanova
B Y J AKE G EIGER
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Xavier baseball had a big
weekend series on their home
turf against the Villanova
Wildcats. The Musketeers
came out victorious as they
won two out of three games
in the series and hold a formidable record in Big East play.
The Musketeers had a
no-hitter going through 6.1
innings and were up 8-1.
Theyalmost blew the game,
allowing six runs in the last
three innings.
Xavier started the contest
hot as junior outfielder Tyler
DeMartino hit a two-run jack
in the first and catcher Jerry Huntzinger followed suit
in the third to make it a 4-0
game. Xavier got a little erratic on the mound, with two
walks and two hit by pitches
in the fourth inning to allow
Villanova’s first run of the
game.
Senior outfielder Luke
Franzoni responded in the
fifth inning with a two-run
double followed by a single
RBI from DeMartino. Xavier got a team effort from the
pitching staff as juniors Luke
Bell, Jon Kelly and Bryce
Barnett pitched six scoreless
innings. Junior pitcher Jack
Lynch got the final two outs

son this past Sunday as they
crushed Villanova in the finale 11-5 to win the season
series.
DeMartino hit a two-run
shot in the first inning to get
things started for Xavier. Jared Cushing quickly responded
with a solo home run of his
own in the second, and Franzoni added a two-run double
to give Xavier a commanding
five-run lead.
Villanova would pick up
four runs from innings five
to seven, but it would not be
enough. Xavier’s bats were
dominant as Franzoni hit a
two-run homer to give him
four RBIs on the day.
DeMartino backed it up
with a solo bomb on the next
pitch for his second home run
of the day to make it 11-5
3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIJR[DYLHUFRP
after six innings. The Mus$IWHUZLQQLQJ*DPH2QHLQFORVHIDVKLRQZLWKDQYLFWRU\WKH0XVNHWHHUVIHOOWRWKH:LOGFDWV keteers also had a great day
RQ 6DWXUGD\ ;DYLHU UHERXQGHG RQ 6XQGD\ SLFNLQJ XS WKH VHULHV ZLQ LQ DQ  GHIHDW RI 9LOODQRYD on the mound with 13 total
of the game, and Xavier sur- and Xavier did not allow any the Wildcats a one-run lead. strikeouts and a standout pervived a scare as they picked home runs to that point.
The Wildcats added two formance from Lynch. Lynch
up Game One of the series
Xavier’s comeback started more insurance runs to give had three scoreless innings
on Friday.
with another two-run bomb them a comfortable 7-4 lead. and six strikeouts.
The Musketeers will travel
Xavier then lost a close by Huntzinger. Senior An- Senior Jeff Holtz would get
battle against the Wildcats drew Walker knocked in an the Musketeers within two to the nation’s capital to face
in Game Two on Saturday RBI single to make it a one- runs off a sacrifice fly of his the Georgetown Hoyas, who
evening by a score of 7-5. run game, and junior out- own, but that would be all are 22-14 overall and 4-5 in
The Wildcats got off to the fielder Garrett Schultz had a as the Musketeers fell to 18- the conference. It will require
hot start in this one with a sacrifice fly to tie the game at 18 overall and 2-3 in the Big another monumental series in
order for the Musketeers to
4-0 lead after three innings. four.
East.
All the runs scored were off
Villanova’s Chris Rotondo
Xavier had quite possibly stay at the top of the conferof either singles or doubles, hit a solo home run to give their biggest win of the sea- ence.
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New Bridgerton romances viewers
Eldest Bridgerton brother shines bright in new season of hit Netflix show

B Y O LIVIA V ALKNER
6WDৼ:ULWHU
*CONTAINS SPOILERS*
The Netflix original series
Bridgerton just released its
second season on March 25,
and dearest reader, after giving the public enough time to
watch it, this author has quite
the opinion of it.
While I have my qualms
with the historical inaccuracy of the costume choices
–– and the strange inclusion
of instrumental pop songs
throughout the show –– the
story truly makes up for it all.
This season follows the romantic interests of the eldest
Bridgerton son Anthony, viscount and heir to the Bridgerton estate, and his quest to
find a wife this social season.
He quickly finds himself
torn between his societal expectation to marry well and
his deepest, most lustful desires.
His gentlemanly side
quickly wants to call on Miss
Edwina Sharma, Queen Charlotte’s diamond of the season.
He also harbors a passionate
desire and clear chemistry

For example, Eloise Bridgeton explores her life as an independent woman trying to
find exactly how she fits into
high society, to which she is
strongly opposed.
Additionally, her best friend
Penelope Featherington had
some close calls herself and
many developments as a character.
I really appreciated the indepth depiction of how Penelope continues to publish
her gossip column. She is an
inherently selfish character
and keeps the earnings to herself while knowing her family
is in a financial crisis. She also
hides her success from her
friends and family. I adored
3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIÁLFNUFRP
-RQDWKDQ %DLOH\ DQG 6LPRQH $VKOH\ VWDU LQ 6HDVRQ 7ZR RI the way in which her story
Bridgerton 1HWÁL[·V PRVW ZDWFKHG (QJOLVKODQJXDJH VKRZ HYHU intertwined with everyone’s
with her older sister Kate.
their family as their number romantic endeavors. It is truWith the progression of one priority. This both com- ly fascinating, and I am both
his story as well as that of the plicates their relationship but excited and nervous for her as
other supporting characters, also makes it that much stron- the seasons continue and stothe season did not disappoint. ger. They fight against their ries progress.
I appreciated that DaphWhen it comes to Anthony, passion and desire for one anI loved the exploration of his other until they simply cannot ne was included and played a
past and his young and abrupt anymore –– despite their duty notable role this season. The
assumption of his role as and the plans made for them- advice and encouragement
that she offers her brother
Lord Bridgerton. Since he and selves.
Kate both come from damI continue to adore the Anthony shows her wisdom
aged pasts, they see it as their side stories that are explored and grace. With the departure
duty to ensure security for in addition to the main plot. of the Duke, I was intrigued

to see how this would affect
her character arc. While it is
disappointing that her husband did not make an appearance this season, I think that
Daphne got to shine more as
an individual. I have more of
an understanding of who she
is through her involvement in
the show without the presence
of her love interest.
While the plot of the show
is very predictable, this author
loved the good, slow burn this
season. While I know not everyone agreed, I found there
to be satisfying resolution
of greatly-anticipated sexual
chemistry.
I am very excited for the
future of the show as we get
to follow the viscount and his
viscountess and, of course,
the pending nuptials in the
Bridgerton family’s future.
The Netflix original has been
confirmed for two more seasons, and I am so excited to
see where it takes the Bridgerton family.

Total score:

Fran Lebowitz enchants Aronoff audiences

B Y E THAN N ICHOLS
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Sardonic humorist and
award-winning author Fran
Lebowitz graced the stage at
the Aronoff Center for the
Arts with her classic and iconic uniform (though she hates it
when you refer to it as such)
of a crisp, blue button-down
with cufflinks, a pinstripe
blazer, cuffed jeans and leather boots.
Lebowitz, known for her
books Metropolitan Life and
Social Studies, is frank and to
the point. She never pulled
a punch, from calling Kentucky Sen. Mitch McConnell,
R-Ky., a “baby” and sharing
her strong feelings on, well,
everything.
Lebowitz ensnared the audience with her plain-spoken
and unreserved talk, titled An
Evening with Fran Lebowitz.
While Lebowitz is widely known as an author, she

hasn’t published a book in
nearly four decades. Her last
piece, a children’s book titled
Mr. Chas and Lisa Sue Meet the
Pandas, is about a group of giant pandas who reside in New
York City but desire to move
to Paris. She joked that whenever she introduces people to
her editor, he claims he has
“the easiest job in town.”
“I have a hard time writing.
Most writers have a hard time
writing. I have a harder time
than most because I’m lazier
than most,” Lebowitz said.
“I would have made a perfect heiress. I enjoy lounging.
And reading. The other problem I have is fear of writing.
The act of writing puts you in
confrontation with yourself,
which is why I think writers
assiduously avoid writing,”
she added.
This decades-long writer’s
block, or a “blockade,” as Lebowitz referred to it, led her to
pursue other projects to make

Photo courtesy of Ethan Nichols

An Evening with Fran Lebowitz drew enthralled crowds (including
Julie and Ethan Nichols, above) to the Aronoff Center last Tuesday.

ends meet. Lebowitz had a
recurring role in Law & Order as Judge Janice Goldberg
from 2001 to 2007; was the
feature of Martin Scorsese’s
documentary Public Speaking
and the Netflix show Pretend
It’s a City; appeared as a judge
in Scorsese’s film The Wolf
of Wall Street; and travels the
country on speaking tours.
When Lebowitz remarked
that she just hates to work,
the audience applauded rather loudly. That’s a part of her
down-to-earth charm that
sets her audience at ease ––
she manages to express what
we all feel in some way or another.
“I hate work. I hate all
work. I have never had any
work that I’ve enjoyed. I am
by nature a sloth. I am really lazy, and I really don’t like
to work,” she said, and we all
clapped. And you know why?
Because we all relate to the
sentiment. Lebowitz manages
to encapsulate the exhaustion
all of us feel.
That’s exactly why such a
large crowd came out at 7 p.m.
on a Tuesday to sit for two
hours listening to Lebowitz
and why I waited in line for
almost two hours to get my
copy of The Fran Lebowitz
Reader signed.
She speaks directly to us:
the people. She’s straight forward, she’s down to earth and
most of all, she’s real. She’s
one of the few social critics
able to form real connections
with her audience, even if
she’s not speaking directly
with them.
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Aries: Delete Tinder. When was
the last time anything remotely
interesting came from it? Maybe try
falling into a disastrous friends with
benefits situationship like everyone
else.
Taurus: If you’re gonna be stupid,
you gotta be tough. You’re the
pretentious asshole who picked
biomedical sciences for your major.
Gemini: Go tan on the lawn. You
deserve a little break and some
vitamin D (both kinds of Vitamin D
would do you some good, girlboss!)
Cancer: Put down “Subway Surfers.”
It’s time to go study. We only have
six academic days left, so stop
avoiding your twenty-five Canvas
notifications.
Leo: Your sneaky link is less sneaky
than you think. You guys ate in the
Caf alone together and proceeded to
walk back to her room. There was
nothing sneaky about this link.
Virgo: Start cleaning out your room
for move-out now. You only have twoand-a-half weeks left, and I know you
probably have three-month-old food in
your room. If you have stains on your
floor and don’t want to get fined, try
the all-purpose OxiClean spray. It’s
only $4 at Target.
Libra: I know he’s cute, but he is
one hundo percent talking to other
b*tches. Please don’t catch feelings
now. The semester is almost over, and
you need to start manifesting your hot
girl summer at this precise moment.
Katy Perry, Pharell, and Calvin Harris
are wrong. Do be afraid to catch feels.
Scorpio: You are girlbossing it.
You ate three meals today, you got
eight hours of sleep last night, you
showered today and you got all of
your homework done. You slayed
today, bestie. If all of that was a lie,
use this message as a manifestation
and try again tomorrow.
Sagittarius: Stop killing yourself
to try to prevent your friends from
making bad decisions whilst they are
extremely hydrated
. You don’t
deserve all that pressure. Just White
girl dance your cares away and call
the Uber when you see fit.
Capricorn: You can’t keep skipping
classes. There are only like three
classes left. Woman up, and wake up
at 9 a.m.; I promise it will not kill
you.
Aquarius: Drink more water. It’s
going to be 80 degrees this weekend,
and it will help clear up the stress
acne and flush out the Caf food a little
better.
Pisces: It’s ok if you’re failing
a class or two at the moment. It
happens. Eat gummy bears while
you study; it will help. Slive your
best life. (Like live, laugh, love, but
with a dash of Paris Hilton Y2K
realness and a side of slay.)

The Back Page

xaviernewswire.com

Dear Almanzo,

These last weeks as a first-year are the worst weeks of my life! Nothing is
going right. I need to write two 10-page essays in the next two weeks. That’s
20 pages! I also have to learn 23 verbs for Italian... all while studying for my finals. I don’t even
think that’s humanly possible. Outside of class, my friend situation is falling apart. I still feel like
I’m only acquaintances with everyone I know after an entire year here. I miss the support
of my high school friends. My one real friend just started spending all his time with this
sketchy Wednesday Addams-looking dude, so now I watch Victorious alone. My family is also
super unsupportive of my girlfriend. Yes, Mom, I do love her even if she’s a Protestant. Yes,
Dad, I am old enough to get engaged. No, Grandma, she’s not a cradle-robbing cougar. She’s a
22-year-old senior; a three-year age difference is irrelevant. I can’t wait to get this semester
over with and marry Laura in August before she starts her teaching job. I hope you, my
future self, are having a much better year than 19-year-old me. Sincerely,
Almanzo, 2019
Dear 19-year-old Almanzo,
Boo-f*cking-hoo, you ungrateful pr*ck. You’re a first-year in college! You’re living the best
time of your life! Twenty pages is nothing. Just drink an extra hydrated Redbull and spend
a night on it. Of course you don’t have as strong of friends as in high school yet. It’s only
been a year. And how dare you insult Sebastian like that; he’s more Edward Scissorhands
than Wednesday Addams. He was also one of your best friends and a groomsman at your
wedding. Speaking of which, listen to your family. Do not marry Laura! She’ll bring you nothing
but pain from which you’ll never recover. You’re in the golden age of Almanzo right now. I’m
a senior in college, and it’s absolute hell. I’m working on two capstone projects for my two
majors and both are due next week. I have no free time for friends between my job and all
my assignments. And I made the brilliant f*cking idea to lie my sophomore year about being
a licensed psychiatrist, so now I must keep up that act and teach a 400-level psychology
course, which I myself am also enrolled in. Life is terrible, and I wish more than anything that I
could go back to where you are again and hang out worry-free with my friends.
Sincerely,
“Doctor” Almanzo, 2022
Dear 22-year-old Almanzo,
I want to kick you in your youthful, stupid face. You’re 22. That’s the age Taylor Swift
romanticizes about! You’re living the life. Stop crying about Laura! She was your first wife.
That barely counts as a relationship. I’m on my third wife, and I have four children. Do you
know how many episodes of Rick and Morty Season 21 I’ve seen? Three, and it’s been out
for two months. That’s how much free time I’ve had in total: 66 minutes. I haven’t seen any
friends in three years. I wish I was working on a capstone project. Try 16 years of a 9-to5. I haven’t slept in weeks because of my infant daughter. The toddler twins just figured out
how to use Uber Eats on my phone and spent $3,400 on T.G.I. Friday’s (yes, somehow, they’re
still around in 2038) cheese sticks. My eldest son just came out as a baseball player. How
the hell am I supposed to relate to him? And how many goddamn youth sports games will I be
required to go to over the next decade? Why couldn’t he just be in the school musical like a
normal kid? I would give all 27 strands of hair remaining on my head to spend an hour being
22 again. Shut the f*ck up and enjoy it.
Sincerely,
Almanzo, 2038
Dear 38-year-old Almanzo,
If only I could hold your young, still-strong hand, I would bite your thumb off and spit it in
your face. You’re living in 2038 with your lovely wife and your four children. That’s the
setting of my dreams every night. I live in 2055, and the world has gone to sh*t. You haven’t
seen your friends in years; they all died when Ohio sank back into the ocean in 2046. You
better give your wife and daughters a hug, because my wife and daughters left me to join
the Amazonians when society finally realized men were redundant in 2049. Stay at your calm
9-to-5; I beg of you! I had a mid-life crisis at 50 and decided to pursue my dreams of cloning
real-life velociraptors. Congratulations, Dr. A, you were
right: Raptors aren’t chickens. They’re badass; so badass
that they’ve devoured 12% of the U.S./Canadian population.
The only state that’s safe is Vermont, which I’d rather
die than live in. And my son, my sweet boy Charlie
(short for Charizard), died heroically, saving me from
velociraptors with his bat. How I wish I would have shown
more interest in his hobbies. If I had played baseball
with him in the backyard more, maybe I’d be strong
enough to save him from those Jurassic beasts. My only
companion now is Stu, the same Stu that Laura left
me for. And you know what? He’s actually a chill dude.
How many years did we waste hating this gentle man?
So, all three of you: Stop whining about the bland and
annoying aspects of life, because one day you’ll realize
those are the best parts. Take a deep breath, and
acknowledge the blessings in your life, because one day
you’ll lose those blessings one way or another. Go hug
your parents, your friends, your current wife, your
children, Sebastian, Percy the fish, your classmates,
your students, Stu, Olivia Rodrigo and everyone of
importance in your life. Love is the only thing that lasts.
Sincerely,
Almanzo, 2055

Dear 55-year-old Almanzo,
You thought velociraptors were bad…?

